Handwriting and Path of Motion instruction
Homework and practice

By Deedee Wills

These cards may be used several ways.

1.

You can print and post these on you wall as they
currently are.
2. You can cut out the circle letters and use them as flash
cards. You can put the letter script on the back before
your laminate them.
3. You can bind the letter script on a book binder ring so
you will have it handy.
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Minute to Win It!

Once your students have been instructed on the correct letter formation, you can
reinforce automaticity with this simple activity.

Here is how it works in my classroom.:
1. Each student gets a card (they keep these in their desks). I start with
capital letter and move to lowercase letters.
2. All students start on “A”.
3. Students then get the “Minute to Win It!” sheet. They practice writing their
letter (on day 1: they are all doing “A”. They stop at the stop sign. I walk
around the room to check their path of motion.
4. Then, I set the timer for 1 minute. In my classroom they complete the
whole sheet in 1 minute. You can set the expectation however you wish. I
can easily modify the expectation on a case-by-case basis. In other
words, use your teacher intuition! ☺
5. When the timer goes off, I say, “Pencils UP!” Then I check to see who
is ready to move on the next letter. If they are ready to move on, I use
a hole punch to punch their card.
6. The next time we do this activity, some students will be on B. Others will
still be on A.
7. Students can take this home for additional practice. They return 10 and
they get a trip to the treasure box. You can keep track of this by adding
stickers to the back of their punch card.

Do not do this activity until your students have
already received explicit handwriting
instruction. In my classroom, we would start
this during the second semester.

Progress Monitor
You can assess your students on a
monthly basis. This is a great way to
set goals for students and help you
focus your instruction individually for
your students. Be certain to date
each assessment.
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